
Biographical Sketches Changes
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm
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Biographical Sketch Non-Fellowship Format Page

CURRENT FORMAT (as of July 2020) Changes, effective on or after May 25, 2021 (in red)

Updated Section B to capture ALL scientific 
positions and appointments, other foreign 
and domestic as well as both paid and not-
paid.
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Biographical Sketch Non-Fellowship Example

Key Personnel may 
include details on 
ongoing and 
completed research 
projects from the 
past three years that 
they want to draw 
attention to here.

B. List in reverse chronological 
order all positions and scientific 
appointments both domestic and 
foreign, including affiliations 
with foreign entities or 
governments. This includes titled 
academic, professional, or 
institutional appointments 
whether or not remuneration is 
received, and whether full-time, 
part-time, or voluntary (including 
adjunct, visiting, or honorary).



Biographical Sketch Non-Fellowship Example (continued)

D. ‘Research Support’ has been removed. 
Section D is solely present on the fellowship 
version of the Biosketch, and no longer includes 
research support due to duplication of effort with 
Other Support & to harmonize format with NSF.



Biographical Sketch Fellowship Format Page

CURRENT FORMAT (as of July 2020) Changes, effective on or after May 25, 2021 (in red)
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Biographical Sketch Pre-Doctoral Fellowship Example B. List in reverse chronological 
order all positions and scientific 
appointments both domestic and 
foreign, including affiliations 
with foreign entities or 
governments. This includes titled 
academic, professional, or 
institutional appointments 
whether or not remuneration is 
received, and whether full-time, 
part-time, or voluntary (including 
adjunct, visiting, or honorary).

D. Scholastic Performance updated to remove ‘Research Support’ has been 
removed. Section D is solely present on the fellowship version of the Biosketch, 
and no longer includes research support.
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Biographical Sketch Pre-Doctoral Fellowship Example (continued)



Biographical Sketch Post-Doctoral Fellowship Example

B. List in reverse chronological 
order all positions and scientific 
appointments both domestic and 
foreign, including affiliations 
with foreign entities or 
governments. This includes titled 
academic, professional, or 
institutional appointments 
whether or not remuneration is 
received, and whether full-time, 
part-time, or voluntary (including 
adjunct, visiting, or honorary).



Biographical Sketch Post-Doctoral Fellowship Example (continued)

D. Scholastic Performance updated to
remove ‘Research Support’ has been
removed. Section D is solely present on the
fellowship version of the Biosketch, and no
longer includes research support.



• General

• SciENcv
• Note: use of SciENcv is not required at this time.

• Citations
• Note: NIH does not require a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or PMID (PubMed reference number) with 

each reference in the Biosketch. However, NIH does require a PMCID or other evidence of compliance 
with the public access policy for papers that fall under the policy and are authored by the applicant or 
arise from an applicant’s NIH award

• Contributions to Science

• Biosketch Compliance
• Note, during the transition to the new format announced in NOT-OD-21-073, NIH will not withdraw 

applications that include the previous Biosketch format. Beginning with applications submitted on or 
after January 25, 2022, failure to follow the appropriate Biosketch format may cause NIH to withdraw 
your application from consideration.

Biosketch FAQs is Broken Down into Five Sections:

https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/biosketches.htm

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/index.htm
http://publicaccess.nih.gov/policy.htm#Applicability
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-073.html
https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/biosketches.htm


Other Support Changes
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/othersupport.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/other-support-and-foreign-components.htm

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/othersupport.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/other-support-and-foreign-components.htm


• NIH scientific program and grants management staff review 
Other Support information to ensure that:
• All resources, domestic or foreign, directly supporting the 

individual’s research endeavors have been reported
• Sufficient levels of effort are committed to the project
• There is no scientific, budgetary, or commitment overlap
• Only funds necessary to the approved project are 

included in the award (example is subawards or multi-
project awards)

• Any foreign resources that meet the definition of a foreign 
component have received appropriate prior approval
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Reminder: Why Other Support Reviewed?



Other Support Format Page

*This specific form is 
mandatory to use as it provides 
information on ALL domestic & 
foreign active, pending, and 
recently completed (w/in the 
last three years) funded & 
unfunded support for personnel 
on NIH funded projects as well 
as in-kind contributions. 

Note for Subs or Multi-Project Awards: Indicate 
the project number, Name of PD/PI, and source of 
Support for the overall project. Provide all other 
information (e.g. total award amount, person 
months) for the subproject only.

For OS submitted in 
ASSIST, the PDF 
must be flattened after 
it has been signed 
electronically to avoid 
submission errors. 



Other Support Format Page Example
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Other Support Format Page Example (continued)



Expectations for Reporting In-Kind Resources
• In-kind contributions, e.g. office/laboratory 

space, equipment, supplies, employees, 
students. 

• If the time commitment or dollar value of the 
in-kind contribution is not readily ascertainable, 
the recipient must provide reasonable 
estimates. 

Definition of Gift
• Gifts are resources provided where there is no 

expectation of anything (e.g. time, services, 
specific research activities, money, etc.) in 
return. Gifts are not reported to NIH in Other 
Support. 

Upcoming Changes: NIH Other Support Changes

• The current Other Support Format Page does 
not collect structured data or allow recipients to 
provide detail on in-kind contributions.



• Institutions are required to submit copies of 
contracts specific to senior/key-personnel foreign 
appointments and/or employment with a foreign 
institution for all foreign activities and resources 
that are reported in Other Support. 

• Translations are required, if they are not in 
English. Note, this does not include personal 
service contracts, or employment contracts for 
fellows supported by foreign entities. 

• These contracts MUST be uploaded at time of JIT, 
following the Other Support documents. 
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Note on Foreign Affiliations, Appointments, and/or Support



• General
• Other Support Compliance is for any OS submitted on or after May 25, 2021 for JIT as well as for 

applications, progress reports due on or after May 25, 2021.

• A resource or support not reported to NIH previously, when would you submit to NIH? As soon it 
becomes known, updated OS should be sent to the GMS listed in the most recent NOA.

• NIH and SciENcv are currently developing an OS template, estimated roll-out is FY 2022.

• Paid-Direct Graduate Students or Post Docs, performing research activities in the lab is a resource 
available in support of the PI or other key personnel. This must be reported as in-kind contribution in OS. 
If relationship is solely mentor/mentee, then this is not a resource. 

• More General Q&As touch on collaborations, both foreign and domestic in the lab or that directly benefit 
the PI’s research, what NIH does when it determines an institution has not complied with NIH policies for 
transparency and disclosure, as well as to err on the side of caution when you are not sure if something 
should be included or no in the OS. 

Other Support FAQs is Broken Down into Three Sections (over 40)

https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/other-support-and-foreign-components.htm

https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/other-support-and-foreign-components.htm


• In-Kind Contributions
• If an in-kind contribution, such as technology, chemicals, etc. is intended for use on the project being

proposed to NIH in the application, the information must be included as part of the Facilities and Other
Resources or Equipment section of the application and does not need to be replicated on OS.

• For in-kind resources with no associated time commitment, researchers can list zero effort, but must
provide the estimated $ value of the in-kind resource. The effort and $ value cannot be both be zero.

• Information on materials received from collaborators must be included in the in-kind contribution section
of Other Support, including the source, a summary of the in-kind contribution, and the estimated value.
Only resources uniquely available to the researcher must be reported.

• Foreign Contracts
• Personal service contracts for lab staff do not need to be provided.

• NIH will accept machine-read translations.

• Translations of foreign contracts for inclusion in Other Support submissions are not typically allocable to
a specific NIH grant project and are therefore not allowable as a direct cost.

• Note, this FAQs page has additional FAQs regarding Foreign Components & FCOI

Other Support FAQs (continued)
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